Notices for Sunday 8th January 2023
Welcome
As I was pondering Epiphany, I remembered that many years ago
(1994 to be precise!) Graham Kendrick released an album called
Rumours of Angels. There was a track called ‘Seekers and Dreamers’
inspired by the travellers from the East risking all to follow a star!
The lyrics are really rather lovely…
Stars in our eyes
We’re trav’lling mountains of stone
And such wild hope rises inside
Day after day
And moonlit night after night
Not knowing where the road will end
The road will end

We are the seekers the dreamers
Mystical trav’llers, believers
Risking it all on a star
Knowing there's somebody there
Longing to bring you our treasures
Lay at your feet the most precious
Gifts that our hearts can bring
Oh how we long to be there

Weary and cold
Sometimes we stumble and fall
And wonder why we carry on
But somehow this star
Has touched eternity deep
Inside our hearts
Calling us near
Leading us on

When we set out
Well we were searching for him
But something strange is happening
Somehow it feels
That he is searching for us
Sending his star to guide us in
To lead us home
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We are the seekers the dreamers
Mystical trav'llers, believers
Risking it all on a star
Knowing there's someone out there
Searching the far constellations
Seeking the Source of creation
Love is the treasure we bring
Oh how we long to be there

Graham Kendrick
Copyright © 1994 Make Way Music,
www.grahamkendrick.co.uk

I like the idea that I am a seeker and dreamer, but I especially
appreciate verse three and the notion that ‘he is searching for us!’
Maybe, as much as I think my religious practices and Holy habits
lead me to Christ, and don’t get me wrong I believe they do, much
more important is the fact that Christ is searching for me! Have a
read of the lyrics and see what speaks to you.
Yours as ever
Wendy Thornton
----------------------------

The Reflection for this Sunday
The baptism of Jesus, Matthew, Chapter 3: 13-17.
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John.
But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptised by you,
and do you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now. It is
proper for us to do this to fulfil all righteousness.” Then John
consented. As soon as Jesus was baptised he went up out of the water.
At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven
said, ”This is my Son whom I love, with him I am well pleased.”
This passage is the suggested gospel passage for this Sunday, and at
first it seemed to be a rather strange choice, coming at the beginning
of a new year. We have been celebrating Jesus’ birth, we left him as a
baby and now he is a man about thirty years old. But actually I do
think it’s an appropriate choice, and it has much to encourage us at
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the beginning of 2023. Jesus’ baptism was the beginning of his public
ministry. It is recorded in three of the four gospels and similar
wording is used in each. It was obviously an important event in Jesus’
life. From that time onwards his life took a new turn. It was time for
him to take over from John.
God’s timing was perfect as it always is. No prophets had spoken to
the people with messages from God for about four hundred years.
And now here was John, calling for people to repent and baptising
them in the Jordan River. Crowds were listening to him and
genuinely seeking to change their lives. God was being thought about
and talked about. John had just said, “I baptise you with water for
repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I,
whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit.”
Jesus came as a man to be baptised with the crowds in that muddy
river. He didn’t need to repent but he did want to identify himself
with all of us. As he came up out of the water God spoke, and the
Holy Spirit came upon him in the symbolic form of a dove. We don’t
really know who heard God’s words; it may have been everyone
there or just Jesus, but I think the words and the actions of God will
have been wonderfully reassuring to Jesus. Both Mark and Luke have
God speaking directly to Jesus, “You are my Son in whom I am well
pleased.”
From then on Jesus’ life would be one of service, obedience and a
complete giving of himself to do the will of his Father. He may have
needed that reassurance, and God gave him what he needed at the
right time.
In this short passage Jesus, the Son of God, is baptised and made
ready for his unique life of service and sacrifice. He is reassured by
the words of God the Father, and he is anointed with the power and
energy of the Holy Spirit.
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What is there in this story that will be of help to us at the beginning
of 2023, a year that may hold many challenges in a country and a
world with many problems and divisions?
At the beginning of this new year I think God asks us to rededicate
our lives to love and serve him afresh in whatever way he wills for
us. When William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, was
interviewed towards the end of his life he was asked, “To what do
you owe the success of your work?’ he replied, ”For the last eighty
years God has had all there is of William Booth.”
Just as God gave Jesus reassurance when he needed it he will do the
same for us if we are ready and open to hear him. We need never feel
that we are alone, and God’s timing is always perfect.
Just as the power and energy of the Holy Spirit was available for
Jesus to use, to guide and strengthen him, that same power and
energy is available to all of us every day. Just before Christmas some
of us went to hear Bishop James talk about the Holy Spirit. He said
that there may be two cars in a garage together and they may look
exactly the same, but only one of them has an engine in the bonnet. If
we try to drive those cars we will soon find out which has that engine.
He compared that engine to the Holy Spirit living and working in us.
I wish you all a New Year that is filled with peace and hope.
Maureen Timmis – Local preacher
------------------------------

A prayer for this Sunday
Dear Lord, as we celebrate this week the baptism of Christ, we give
thanks for both the light of creation and the light of the world, your
Son, Jesus Christ. Let the waters of the deep and the waters of the
Jordan be touched by your new creation. And may the Holy Spirit
bless the transformation John heralded and Jesus completed.
May our Church be baptised afresh in commitment and transforming
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love when new christenings take place. Let our faith in Christ be
renewed and our efforts to nurture the faith of new Christians be
redoubled. And may those who lead our worship and ministry do so
in the grounding of your love and inspired by your Holy Spirit.
Across the world we pray for the people and places feeling unloved
and undervalued, or abandoned. We remember places of conflict,
such as the Ukraine where people are suffering, and the leaders who
carry responsibility. Let hope reappear in hearts and minds and may
the peace that only you can bring replace the fear. Amen
We pray especially for any member of our church family who is sick
or lonely or housebound or in any kind of need. Please also pray for
all our church families.
Prayer requests
If anyone has a specific prayer request, please do let one of the clergy
team know by phone or by emailing prayer@kl.church. This will be
picked up by the team and included in Morning Prayer each day.
------------------------------

Worship
Services: Sunday 8thJanuary.
Kirkby Lonsdale churches
St Joseph’s Church
Kirkby Lonsdale Methodist Ch.
St. Mary’s Church
Other local churches
St. Patrick’s Ch., Preston Patrick
St. Bartholomew’s Ch., Barbon
St. John’s Ch., Hutton Roof
St. Peter’s Ch., Mansergh
Weekday services
St. Mary’s Church

9:00am Mass
10.30am Morning service
11.00am Morning service
9.30am Holy Communion
10.30am Plough service
11.00am Plough service
11.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Thursdays HC
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St. Joseph’s Church
6.30pm Thursdays Mass
Evensong at St Mary’s Church
Third Sunday of the month (eg. 15th January) at 6.30pm.
------------------------------

Online Worship
Sunday
Available from 8:00am: a recorded service from the clergy team and
members of the churches is accessible from the kl.church website or
on our YouTube Channel. This service is also available by telephone.
Please dial local number 01524 952004.
Weekdays
Each weekday at 8.15am the Clergy meet for Morning Prayer.
All welcome. The Zoom link is here. Meeting ID: 236 218 961
Password: 945130. The words are on kl.church.
------------------------------

Coffee, Cake, and Chat via Zoom
Sundays 11.00am
Zoom link is here. Meeting ID: 819 0248 3575 Password: 868713.
Wednesdays 11.15am
Zoom link is here. Meeting ID: 861 5213 0840 Password: 578998.
------------------------------

Family Project
Messy Church
The next Messy Church will be on January 15th. See our full page
advert for other dates later in the year. Keep up to date with us: on
our Facebook Page; our Instagram page; or my blog.
Lol Wood – Family Project Leader
------------------------------

The Community Hub
For details please visit the kl.church webpages.
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Take-time
We will be starting a new group of Taketime sessions in the New
Year beginning on the 16th January. It is a 30 minute guided
meditation. All are welcome! The Zoom link is here. Meeting ID:
817 4108 8220, Passcode: 548267. Thanks to all who tried Taketime
last year- it was a pleasure taking time together.
Lol & Sue
------------------------------

Other notices
Meet2Eat
We will restart on Wednesday 11th January. As before Christmas we
will be opening from 11am for a hot drink and a biscuit, before lunch
is served as usual from 12 noon.
Fortnightly open prayer
A reminder that a short open prayer time takes place at KL Methodist
Church on alternate Monday afternoons from 2pm. The next is on
Monday 16th January and that fortnightly pattern continues
thereafter. This is open to the congregations of all the churches in
and around Kirkby Lonsdale and all are welcome.
God for All Roadshows
At these roadshows Bishop James and Bishop Rob will detail how
key component strategies and major areas of focus will support
mission communities for the next ten years. Some announcements
are being made also around curacies, Network Youth Church, eco
strategies and church grants.
Refreshments are available from 7.00pm before starting at 7.30pm.
Our nearest event is on Monday 23 January 2023 at St Thomas’
Church, Kendal: Click here to book. Ideally people should sign up
via the link above but can also turn up on the night.
The history of St Mary’s Church, Kirkby Lonsdale
Do you remember ‘900 not out’? This was a Son et Lumiere type
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pageant about the history of St Mary’s Church. The original version
was shown in 1995. Then, in 2005, there was a remake and
performances using the same cast but completely new music. From
this was made a DVD video which sold widely in church. Now (wait
for it!) here is the same DVD but with a greatly improved sound track
Let me know if you would like a copy. And if you want to swap your
existing DVD for a new one it is free. Otherwise please donate £20 to
Church Funds. So, sit back and relive all those centuries!
Maurice Dybeck 10 Harling Bank. LA6 2DJ.
---

---------------------------

Note: All underlined text in red is a clickable link. If you have any
comments, items for inclusion or to be sent by post, please email
notices@kl.church, or contact Merlin Hibbs 015242 76410, Martin
Coombs 015242 71752, or Michael Dugdale 07831 837648. Items need
to be received by Wednesday for the following weekend’s notice sheet.
Martin Coombs will be editing the notices throughout January.
Scripture quotations taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version, Anglicised,
Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 Biblica, formerly International Bible Society. Used by permission
of Hodder and Stoughton Publishers, an Hachette UK company. All rights reserved. ‘NIV’ is a
registered trademark of Biblica. UK trademark number 1448790.

8

For this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity we are guided by the churches of
Minneapolis as we seek to explore how the work of Christian unity can contribute
to the promotion of racial justice across all levels of society. Through this resource,
the CTBI writers’ group has also focussed our attention on the 30th anniversary of
the murder of Stephen Lawrence, which we mark this year. The work of restoring
hope through justice undertaken in Stephen’s memory continues to inspire and
change lives for the better.
As we join with other Christians around the world for this year’s Week of Prayer,
we pray that our hearts will be open to see and hear the many ways in which
racism continues to destroy lives, and to discern the steps we can take as
individuals and communities to heal the hurts and build a better future for
everyone.
Prayer Sessions are from 11.30am - 12.00pm
Wed 18th in St Joseph’s (Day 1)
Thurs 19th in St Mary’s (Day 2)
Friday 20th St Joseph’s (Day 3)
Saturday 21st St Mary’s (Day 4)
Sunday 22nd – Joint Covenant Service in the Methodist Church
Monday 23rd The Vicarage (Day 5)
Tuesday 24th Methodist Church (Day 6)
Days 7 & 8 will be given as Handouts for people to take home on Tuesday 24th.
The Resource Prayer Booklet can be downloaded from here.
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